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strong political sentiments, and at that moment was
by reason of them set aside for the choice of a minister
for^ a new church in Belfast. But Cooke succeeded,
owing to the existence of a purely theological schism'
in driving out of the Presbyterian Church the element
which followed Montgomery, and with him supported
the principle of tenant right Cooke's policy was to
unite Presbyterians with Episcopalians in a " Protes-
tant union and co-operation " against the advances
of "Popery" and of agrarian agitation. His gift
of eloquence, and the character of his eloquence, made
him a rival figure to O'Connell, whom he challenged to
public debate in Belfast—a challenge which O'Connell
avoided.
Up to 1880, Liberalism in Ulster maintained its
ground: Disestablishment had its support and so
had the Land Act of 1870. But the "'Gladstonian
Liberals/' of whom there were many among the ablest
business men of Belfast, turned away in a body when
Home Rule became Gladstone's policy: and from
that 4ay onward Presbyterianism was at least as
solidly opposed to the Irish policy of successive Liberal
Governments as was the Church of Ireland. Yet the
Montgomery tradition survives in notable instances :
and there is probably no clergyman, Catholic or
Protestant, who has more influence with Labour
than Mr. C, Denham Osborne, pastor of a church in
Dublin.
Methodists come next in order of importance to
the Presbyterians: their Church had a membership
of sixty thousand in 1911—about the same number
as that of all the persons not classified, and is one
of those main denominations. This list includes the
Jews, of whom Ireland has had in the past very few;
but it is noteworthy that their number has begun to
increase rapidly.
The Society of Friends holds a remarkable position
in the South, Many of the great business houses
belong to them, and they are manufacturers as well

